
The appendix is a small, tube-like structure
attached to the �rst part of the large intes-
tine, also called the colon.  The appendix
is located in the lower right portion of
the abdomen.  It has no known function.
Removal of the appendix appears to cause
no change in digestive function.

Appendicitis is an in�ammation of the
appendix.  Once it starts, there is no e�ec-
tive medical therapy, so appendicitis is
considered a medical emergency.  When
treated promptly, most patients recover
without di�culty.  If treatment is delayed,
the appendix can burst, causing infection
and even death.  Appendicitis is the most
common acute surgical emergency of the

abdomen.  Anyone can get appendicitis,
but it occurs most often between the ages
of 10 and 30.

Causes
The cause of appendicitis relates to block-
age of the inside of the appendix, known
as the lumen.  The blockage leads to
increased pressure, impaired blood �ow,
and in�ammation.  If the blockage is not
treated, gangrene and rupture (breaking
or tearing) of the appendix can result. 

Most commonly, feces blocks the inside
of the appendix.  Also, bacterial or viral
infections in the digestive tract can lead to

The appendix is a small, tube-like structure attached to the �rst part of the large intestine, also called the colon.  The
appendix is located in the lower right portion of the abdomen, near where the small intestine attaches to the large
intestine.
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